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Developer Seeks to Erase Trail in Rolling Hills
New Homes, Golf Course Seek to Remove Horse Overlay

By Vic Oiten

Equentrians, a developer and a private
golf club in Rolling Hills Estates are
wed up for what is looking to be a real
showdown over the proposed expansion
of a golf course and the creation of 8 new
housing development that would involve
rcmoving jusi under 228 acres of land
from the City of Rolling Hifls Estates
Home Overlay Zooe. The equestriana are
riled up, in part because the developer
is refusing W incorporate e frail system
that is mapped into the city’s General
Plan or to live up to ita carly promises
0 compenusio equestrians for the loss of
land by providing fimda to improve other
horse-related city infrastructire,

In & somewhat ironic twist, the pame of
the main company behind the dovelopment
ia Chandler Ranch Properties, LLC(CRP).
Homes in the propozed development
make 0o sccommodations for horses,
sheep wnd chickens, however. Available
documentation ¢o the $300 million
project indicates it will cover 225.5 acres
and inchede (14 Meditermnean-styls,
single family homes snd o redesigned gotf
course oa the existing sites of Chandler
Quarty aod e Rolling Hills Country
Club,

Tho existing golf course has coexistod
with cquestrians (or docades, but the
now caurse, ag imagined by the Amold
Palmer Design Compeny, makes no such
sccommodstion. The local equestrian
community, which prides itsclf on the
presorvation of open space snd public

access to a small but wonderful trail
System, is prepancd (o fight that plag.

the city that would benefit only the small
numbes of poople that can afford to beloag
to this chub or purchase ons of the expensive
homes,” said Dale Allen, president of
the Pulos Verdes Peninsula Horsemen'’s
Axsociation and a longtime rexident of the
area. Another local, Jim Moore of Cowbay
by the projoct becanae thay feel that it could
be designed in an environmentalty-friendly
mammer that is consistent with rural aspects
of the neighborhood. “They've made it
clear they doa't think borses and golf mix,”
Moore said. “What they're irying o do

Rolling Hills Estates community members (Including the mahor, far lefl) egoy the miles
of trails that are part of the city ¥ General Plan.

with oquestrians to resch & comperomise.
“The developer hag taken ap all-ar-nothing
approach, which bag forced us to remin
sttornoys and consultants to prepare for an
extensive legal battle which could casily
be avoided if we wounld be allowed to
participate in the procesa,” Allen 3aid.

CRP coompleted its required Draft
Eaviroaments] Report, 8 document that
despits its beft fuiled o incinde the city’s
to bo that tho trail mus be eliminated
bocanse it will interfeve with the design
of the golf course, But Allen is not buying
that- “The trail proposed by the city nms
along the porimeter of the property. [t is
pot like it cuts through the middle We are
talking sbout & trail that is only a few feet
wide.” One interprotaticn of cventy is that
Chandler snuply wents to cut off any form
of public acceas to the arew.

But CRP and the country club heve
some hurdies 0 overcome before they can
proceed with their plena. Foremaost among
them, couvincing the city council it will
be 8 good idea 0 cormpromiss the vision
of the commumity set forth in its oviginal
charter. According to the city’s official
Web sita: “Rolling Hills Estatea wans

incorporated on September 18, 1957, in
order to presecve its rurd enviromment and
cquestrian lifestyle, as characterized by
rolling hills, vast open spaces and three-
rail white fonces.” The sito goes oa (o tot
“more thea 25 miles of scenic bridle trails”
but is curicnsly silent on the presence of &
golf course. CRP alao has to come up with
sn Enviroamental Impact Report that will
withstand a legal challenge.

proposal will begin “lato this yeur or carty
nexdt yeae,” and that the hesring dates will
bo posted on the “Comnamity [ssaes™ teb
of tha city’s Web site. “We will also be
scuding notices of the hearings to property
owners within 300 foet” of the proposed
development, “as roguired by law, as well
83 to other groups, such a8 homeowners
associations, which we potify ms & matter
of policy.”

Yic Orten is an envirvmmental atiorney
and mule awner who lives in Rolling Hills
Estates, For more information on the city
of Rolling Hills, visit http:/Avww.cl.rolling-
hills-estates.ca us; to read the CRP draft
environmental impact report, visit hiyp:/
www.cl.rolling-hills-estases.ca.us/comm-
issues/chandlerfindex. hem.
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